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If you've found yourself staring at an empty wall in your home or o�ce lately thinking, "I'd really love to spice things

up in here with a piece of original art, and also help to preserve and defend the rights and freedoms guaranteed to all

Americans in our Constitution," then I have some very good news for you.

Today, Felix Comic Art is launching an online sale featuring original pieces by artists including Paul Pope, Cliff

Chiang, Bryan Lee O'Malley, Skottie Young, Ramon Villalobos, and more, with 100% of the proceeds going to bene�t

the American Civil Liberties Union.

The sale begins at 9 AM Paci�c time at FelixComicArt.com, and you can get a look at the pieces on offer below:
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Felix Lu talked to ComicsAlliance about the motivation behind the sale: "Given the current political climate, support

for the ACLU feels more important than ever. So this is in response to that. This is a ridiculous hobby, and a silly job,

so it's nice to make whatever small difference we can in the real world."

The sale starts today, March 24, 2017, at 12 PM Eastern time, 9 AM Paci�c. Prices start at $50, but customers are

encouraged to pay more if they can. For more information, head over to the Felix Comic Art website.

 

Please note that this article originally stated that the art sale was an auction, and that all items were listed at $50. It

has been updated to re�ect that it's a pay-what-you-can sale, and not an auction, and prices start at $50.
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Moon Girl & Devil Dinosaur. Art by Natacha Bustos and Tamra Bonvillain / M…
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Tamra Bonvillain is one of the hardest working people in comics. She's coloring a ton of comics: Doom

Patrol, Wayward, Moon Girl & Devil Dinosaur, Nighthawk... the list goes on and on. If you're into comics, whether it

be Marvel and DC superhero books, or creator-owned comics, you've read something colored by Bonvillain.

ComicsAlliance sat down with Bonvillain at Emerald City Comicon to talk about her history in comics, her coloring

style, and giving credit where credit is due.

ComicsAlliance: Hi Tamra! First, could you tell us little bit about how you got into comics?

Tamra Bonvillain: Sure. It’s kind of a long path. I was always interested in comics from a young age; I was always

doing art things. I went to an arts magnet school for high school. I went to a local college for �ne arts for about four

years, but that’s pretty general, and it wasn’t really focused on illustrative-type things.

So I went to the Kubert School. I went there from 2006 to 2009. I was interested in all aspects of it, but I just started

to pick up coloring work, at the same time as I was trying to just do anything --- drawing, coloring. But I just started

getting more and more coloring work, to the point where it was taking up all my time, so it was like, “Okay, I’m a

colorist now.” I still enjoy the other aspects, but right now I’m pretty happy where I am.

CA: It seems like you’re pretty busy, so I think you’re doing okay. [laughs]

TB: Yeah! [laughs]

CA: Do you �nd it di�cult to switch between projects when you’re so busy?

TB: It’s not too bad. Typically what ends up happening now, just because I am busy, is that I have to go with a book

until the deadline. When it’s switching random pages --- like three pages of this, three pages of something else ---

that’s a little harder. But if I’m doing book to book, it’s not too bad.

I have to do maybe a little refreshing of my memory, if something’s a little complicated. If it’s a scene that showed up

before, I have to remind myself how I did it, but it’s usually not that bad. Nothing too time consuming; just �ip through
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my layers on it, and I’ve caught myself up.

 

 

CA: I was talking to another colorist, asking her if she felt like she has a particular style when it comes to coloring.

She wasn’t sure about herself, but she identi�ed you and Jordie Bellaire as two people where you know it’s their

book as soon as you seen it. Do you feel that you have your own distinct style when it comes to coloring?

TB: I guess! It’s weirder when it’s you, you know? I de�nitely think there’s things that I do, but I also try to do different

kinds of things. I feel like Wayward is very different from Moon Girl, things like that.

But I tend to like colorful things. Finding a way to make that work, even sometimes with things that seem like they

shouldn’t be. Like Nighthawk, which is kind of a gritty crime book, but colorful, you know? You just use it differently.

Some people go all grey and washed out, and that’s �ne, it works, but to color that way is boring for me. It can be

beautiful, but I don’t want to do it. So I guess that’s kind of what I lean into.

It’s weird to say that, since we’re all coloring --- “I use colors!” [laughs] But yeah, I think I tend to �nd a way to get

brighter colors. Maybe someone else could �gure out what I’m doing.

Moon Girl & Devil Dinosaur. Art by Natacha Bustos and Tamra Bonvillain / Marvel Comics
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CA: It’s harder to identify your own style, I think!

TB: I recognize that I have it, but it’s hard for me to put it into words.

 

 

CA: Is there anybody out there doing colors right now that you really love?

TB: There’s a ton of people! Dave Stewart, of course; Jordie, of course; Matt Wilson… these are the big ones. And

there’s tons of others. I’d start listing but I know I’ll forget people. Legitimately,. there are so many amazing colorists

out there right now. Those are the big three, but there are so many more.

At this point we get interrupted by Ramon Villalobos, who comes by wanting to ask Tamra to lunch.

TB: I’m doing a thing! We’re doing an interview!

Ramon Villalobos: What’s that? I didn’t mean to interrupt, I was just looking at books!

TB: [to me] This is Ramon. We did Nighthawk together.

RV: Say good things about me in the interview!

Angel Catbird. Art by Johnnie Christmas and Tamra Bonvillain / Dark Horse
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TB: I already did! We talked about Nighthawk.

RV: Did she say how in�uential I was on the palette?

CA: No! But I am curious about that.

TB: I didn’t get to that part yet!

RV: You weren’t going to! [laughs] You weren’t talking about Nighthawk when I walked by. I gave her the game plan, as

a coach! I said, “Here’s a Rihanna GIF, I like that…”

TB: He’s not joking, by the way. He’s maybe overstating his part of it, but we de�nitely talked. He sends me Rihanna

GIFs, he sends me shoes…

RV: I said, “Tamra, you know best, but here’s a pair of shoes. Make the palette like this. Here’s a Rihanna GIF, make

the palette like this. That’d be great!” But I trust her. She’s talented. By the end, I was sending her really weird color

palettes, like a 1980s mall and some weird abstract thing I did in MS-Paint. “This is it! This is the look!”

CA: That’s awesome.

RV: Anyways, she doesn’t give me any credit. I’m a colorist too!

TB: Look at this guy.

RV: Anyway, have a good time with your interview!
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CA: [laughs] So do you want to talk about how the process works with different artists?

TB: That’s totally �ne! It varies, you know. I usually try to make sure we’re communicating at least to the point where

they see everything and we’re all talking, but some people I know really well.

Like, I know Ramon. We do a Google Hangout thing with some other creators, so we talk a lot, almost every day. And

when we started working on Nighthawk it was great, because now we could really talk it out. Some things he’s more

particular about, like he would send me... for the �rst scene in it, he sent me a shoe that he really liked. It had a cool

palette. And it’s just about how you would incorporate these three dominant colors, and these accent colors on it ---

how do you turn that into a page?

Some pages, he gave me a more general idea, and for some he was more speci�c. Like Nighthawk’s lair; it has kind of

like an Oracle �gure back in the lair talking to him on an earpiece, so he sent me this Rihanna music video to get the

cool lighting from that. It had very bright blues and magenta, so I tried to get the double lighting of that in there. It’s

inspiring; you don’t try to copy it exactly but it’s a good starting point.

And it helps to have a visual thing to communicate those ideas. Some people, they’re not very particular, and don’t

have too much to say, and other people will have references and stuff. Obviously it’s up to your interpretation how you

want to use that, but it varies.

CA: What was it like working with Margaret Atwood on Angel Catbird?

TB: It was cool. It’s no different, we have our email chains with everybody: the editors, Johnnie [Christmas],

Margaret… There’s sometimes promotional people that are involved too. But yeah, it was very easy. She’s great.

Sometimes people get ideas about people who are more prominent �gures, but she’s very easygoing and easy to

please. I was lucky to be able to work with her on that project.

 

Nighthawk. Art by Ramon Villalobos and Tamra Bonvillain / Marvel Comics
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NEXT: VANCAF DIRECTOR ANDREA DEMONAKOS ON CONS, CREATORS, AND STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY

 

CA: You’re pretty outspoken about colorists not always getting credit. Do you �nd that’s mostly in the press, or in

the industry as a whole? At cons, do you �nd that you’re maybe  less busy than writers and illustrators?

TB: Sure, a bit. It’s gotten better over the years. For me, it’s less about that. I don’t care. I understand that the writer’s

going to get more, and the artist. I don’t need my name in lights. I just like to be properly credited. That’s my main

thing.

I think it’s a combination of reasons, but a big problem comes down to solicits. Because when things are solicited,

there’s not even an option to put the colorist. Or letterer even. It’s just the writer and artist. Some people --- Jim Zub is

one of them on Wayward, he’ll just put the colorist with the artist, so you get listed. But it �lters down to everything,

because people go off the solicits. You get a review and they don’t [list the colorist]. You go to Comixology and you’re

not listed there because they use the solicits, they don’t look in the book and type in who the colorist is, or the

letterer.

So you have no way of knowing unless you buy the book and look at the credits page. You don’t even know in the

preview, because there’s no credits page in the preview. So that’s stuff bugs me. I worked on it, I spent a lot of time on

it, so I’d like to be credited. That’s all!

I do appreciate that there is more cover credit these days, that seems more standard. But you’ll still see promotional

material from those companies with the same cover, with your name on it, but in the promotional material there’s no

name. When it’s things like that, you just start to question why these decisions are being made. So that’s my main

thing: I just want it to be fair. I want people to know I did the work. Whether people care or not after that, that’s up to

them.

CA: So you’re focusing on color now, but do you think that you’ll transition at any point to doing more illustration

work?

TB: I enjoy drawing; I’ve done a little bit before I started getting more coloring work. I’d like to do more at some point,

but I like coloring. I enjoy it, it’s fun to me. It lets me work on a variety of projects at the same time. The only issue

with trying to draw is that it’s so much more demanding and would take time away from coloring other people. So I’d

like to try to dip my toe in there at some point, but how that happens and when, I don’t know.

Right now I’m very very busy. My �rst goal right now is to get a little bit of a life back. [laughs] I feel like I’m in a good

spot coloring, so I can chill out a bit, and once things settle down a bit I can explore more drawing.

 

Wayward. Art by Steven Cummings and Tamra Bonvillain / Image Comics
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